CE 4710 / 5710 Case Studies in Transportation Engineering

Fall 2020 

What is the goal of the project? 
This project is an opportunity to learn from cities with a more sustainable approach to transportation planning in order to understand how and why they have developed their approach to transportation planning and how their approach differs from conventional transportation planning.  Your goal is to see what lessons and tools from these cities you can take with you into your future career as engineers, planners, designers, policy makers and citizen advocates.
What are the objectives of the project? 
The objectives are to answer the following questions to your best ability given the time and resources at your disposal: 

1. How and why did they develop their approach to planning?
2. What goals are they trying to advance?
3. What procedures and techniques have they implemented in pursuit of their goals?
4. What changes were needed in policy and governance to advance their goals?
5. How successful have they been in moving towards their goals?
What are the products from the project? 
1. Each group will be required to produce a final report. The report will consist of individually written sections from each member in the group, but these sections should be packaged as one report for each group. Most of your grade will be on the individual effort but a fraction (10%) will be on the overall group report – how well it was packaged and organized. I suggest that you consider organizing your research with an eye to the fact that you will need to produce this report.  
The final report should be about 10 to 12 double-spaced pages (not including references).
Please be careful to credit all sources of information that are used to develop both the report and the presentation. This is in-line with the University’s guideline on plagiarism, which is best summarized at the following link: 

http://web.uconn.edu/irc/PlagiarismModule/WhatIs_m.htm
2. Each group will also be giving three presentations in class. You will be given an individual (40%) and a group (60%) grade for the presentations (the first presentation will not be graded). Where appropriate, use PowerPoint to enhance your presentation. Please adhere to the length of time allotted for each presentation. These time limits will be strictly enforced. Please plan to attend all the presentations. You will be graded on attendance and participation.  The final exam will be based on the material relating to the case study cities. 

3. Students registered for the graduate course are also required to do a six-page term paper on a topic of their own choosing. 

The Three Presentations 
Presentation 1 October 21 
Give an overview of your study city with a focus on the transportation and land use system.

What is the city like from a physical, political and social point of view? What historical events and decisions have shaped the transportation and land use in the city?  What are currently the main themes or goals of the transportation planners, designers and decision makers?

Presentation Length: 
8 minutes (Groups with 4 members), 10 minutes (Groups with 5 members) 

Presentation 2 November 9 & 11 
Explain the role and structure of the agencies governing transportation and land use planning in your city or region. 

When did the city evolve a more sustainable approach to planning?  What are the systems that have been put in place to allow the planners and policymakers to achieve their goals? What advantages or disadvantages exist for developing an effective planning approach in your city? 

Presentation Length: 
11 minutes (Groups with 4 members), 13.5 minutes (Groups with 5 members) 
Presentation 3 December 2 & 7 
Describe the outcomes of planning and design in your city or region. 

How successful has the city been in adhering to the broader themes and achieving the broader goals of effective transportation and land use planning? What is the basis on which you are judging success or failure?  What are their greatest successes? What do they still need to be working on?
Presentation Length: 
11 minutes (Groups with 4 members), 13.5 minutes (Groups with 5 members) 

Schedule of Presentations
Presentation 1
October 21
Cambridge, MA 
Curitiba, Brazil
Freiberg am Breisgau, Germany
Oslo, Norway

Seattle, WA

Singapore 
Tokyo, Japan

Utrecht, The Netherlands

Washington, DC

Presentation 2 
November 9
Washington, DC 
Utrecht, The Netherlands

Tokyo, Japan
Singapore 
Seattle, WA

November 11
Oslo, Norway
Freiberg am Breisgau, Germany
Curitiba, Brazil

Cambridge, MA

Presentation 3 
December 2
Curitiba, Brazil
Cambridge, MA 
Oslo, Norway
Freiberg am Breisgau, Germany
December 7
Singapore

Seattle, WA
Washington, DC
Utrecht, The Netherlands
Tokyo, Japan
